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Kaleb Baker grew up in Ogle County. He serves as the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
field staff for Northwest Illinois protecting many of the highest quality natural areas and habitats 
of threatened and endangered species on both private and public lands.  
 
His passion for conservation was initially sparked at Nachusa Grasslands while on the 
seasonal crew from 2015-2017. In 2019, he received his Masters of Biology from Northern 
Illinois University researching effectiveness of basal bark and prescribed fire on bush 
honeysuckle.  
 
At the Illinois Audubon Society he was the Land Steward, overseeing stewardship on 
properties across the state. He also volunteered with Franklin Creek Conservation Association 
for 7 years serving on their board as the stewardship committee chair and helping steward 
FCCA and IDNR lands. 


