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VOLUNTEER AGREEMENT  
 
The Nature Conservancy (“TNC”) hopes you have an invaluable experience as a TNC Volunteer. Not only 
will you accomplish fulfilling work, but you will also further our mission to conserve the lands and waters 
on which all life depends. Welcome and thank you! 

Please take a moment and fully review, fill out, and sign this Volunteer Agreement, WHICH INCLUDES 
AN ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND WAIVER OF CLAIMS, (“Agreement”) between TNC and the Volunteer 
named below (if a minor or the subject of a guardianship, acting through and/or with the consent of a 
parent or legal guardian named below) (“I” or “You”).  

 
1. VOLUNTEER SERVICES: I agree to participate in certain volunteer activities in support of TNC’s 

mission as needed and as appropriate to my skill level and comfort, including, without limitation, 
virtual/remote work and/or indoor office work and/or outdoor stewardship/conservation work, as 
well as other activities that may be set forth in communications specifically describing the scope of 
my volunteer engagement. (“Activities”).  
 

2. ASSUMPTION OF RISK: With regard to my travel to and presence on TNC property and partner 
lands, the activities for TNC in which I will be engaged, I understand and agree to each of the 
following: 

 
a. Volunteer Activities for Nachusa Grasslands may take place on land owned by our partner 

organizations 
I understand that when I volunteer for Nachusa Grasslands, the Activities of seed collection, 
weed management, brush clearing, and prescribed fire may happen that day at Nachusa 
Grasslands or on nearby properties owned by our partner organizations. 

b. Volunteer Activities and risk can vary: workdays, prescribed fire, equipment operation 
My Activities as a volunteer may involve sustained strenuous physical activity and entail a risk 
of injury or death. There is a possibility of injury from vehicle accident, use of power and hand 
tools and other equipment, use of chemicals, falling or tripping on uneven, steep or unstable 
terrain, tick and other insect bites (Lyme disease), COVID-19, RSV (Respiratory syncytial virus), 
heat stress, and heat stroke. I further acknowledge that I may be exposed to infectious 
diseases (such as the flu) or other illnesses by participating in the Activities. Accidents, 
injuries, or illnesses may occur in locations or under circumstances where medical attention is 
not readily available. I assume the full risk of any injuries, illness, property damage, or loss 
that I may sustain or that I may cause to others as a result of my participation in any and all 
Activities connected with or associated with volunteering for TNC. 

c. Volunteers who use power tools, heavy equipment, or vehicles  
I understand that I may need to use equipment and assume full risk of injury, property 
damage, or loss that I may sustain or that I may cause to others as a result of the use of the 
equipment. I will not undertake the use of any equipment during the volunteer service unless 
and until I become familiar with and understand the proper and safe use of the equipment 
(including vehicles) and have received instructions and training for use of the equipment. I 
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will follow all instructions by TNC regarding safety and use of all equipment. I agree to take 
proper precautions in using the equipment to minimize the risks to myself and others in 
accordance with the directions of TNC and any applicable laws and regulations.  

d. Volunteers who use chemicals 
I understand that there are health risks associated with use of chemicals. I will not use 
chemicals unless and until I have received the relevant Material Safety Data Sheets, 
instructions for use of the chemicals, and/or relevant training in safe use. I agree to take 
proper precautions in using chemicals to minimize the health risks to myself and others. 
Following application, I will store or dispose of any remaining chemicals in accordance with 
the directions of TNC and any applicable laws and regulations.  

e. I agree to follow the health and safety guidelines put in place by TNC. Safety is also my own 
personal responsibility, and I am free at any time to refuse, and should refuse, to do any 
activity I feel I am physically unable to do or poses a hazard to me or anyone else, or to my 
property or anyone else’s property.  

f. I will not perform any Activities for which I lack the necessary training, full qualification, 
equipment, and preparation. 

g. I agree I will not participate in any Activities with symptoms of any infectious disease or after 
testing positive for any infectious disease.  

h. In the event of an emergency, I authorize TNC to secure from a licensed hospital, physician, 
and/or medical personnel any treatment deemed necessary for my immediate care. I agree 
that I, and not TNC, will be responsible for the payment of all such medical services rendered. 

i. I will not be under the influence of any alcohol or recreational/illegal drugs while performing 
the Activities. 

j. I will immediately report any accidents, disease, or injury to myself or others related to the 
volunteer Activities and cooperate in any investigation. 

 
3. RELEASE AND WAIVER: To the greatest extent permitted by law, on behalf of myself, my spouse, 

children, domestic partners, parents or other family members, and their legal representatives, heirs, 
agents, insurers, successors, and assigns, I waive and release TNC, its officers, directors, trustees, 
employees, agents and successors in interests, and any landowner(s) of TNC-managed property 
(collectively, the “Releasees”) from any and all claims, rights, and causes of action arising out of or 
in connection with my activities with TNC, or travel thereto, including without limitation, those 
involving personal injury, death, or loss of use or damage to property, except to the extent such 
claims solely arise from the gross negligence or intentional misconduct of Releasees. 

 
4. INSURANCE: I understand and agree that: 

a. I am solely responsible for any costs incurred for any medical care received by me, whether 
related to or unrelated to this volunteer service; 

b. I am not eligible for workers’ compensation benefits if injured or become ill as a result of this 
volunteer service; and 

c. I certify that I have current and active health insurance that will cover any illness or injury I may 
experience as a result of or during my performance of the Activities. I understand my personal 
health insurance is my primary coverage. I agree to provide TNC with evidence that the 
appropriate coverage is in effect upon request at any time.  
 

5. NON-EMPLOYMENT: This Agreement and my work for TNC does not imply an offer and/or contract 
of employment, nor shall this engagement be construed as a guarantee of future employment with 
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TNC. I understand I may stop volunteering at any time and for any reason. TNC also may limit or end 
our work together at any time and for any reason. I also understand I am a volunteer and will not 
receive compensation or be eligible for TNC employee benefits like health, travel, workers’ 
compensation, and/or unemployment or other insurance. I also acknowledge I am not dependent on 
TNC for financial support. However, TNC will reimburse me for any expense I incur, provided that 
express prior written approval has been obtained and that any reimbursable expenses must be 
reasonable in amount, related to and in furtherance of my volunteer service, and substantiated by 
proper and adequate documentation and receipts.  
 

6. POLICIES, PROCEDURES AND CODE OF CONDUCT: I understand I am expected to comply with all 
applicable laws and TNC’s policies, procedures, and TNC Code of Conduct, as well as perform my 
Activities at all times in accordance with the highest legal, ethical, and professional standards and the 
directions of my volunteer crew leader or designated TNC staff supervising the Activity. TNC is 
committed to providing an environment for employees and volunteers that is free of harassment and 
other improper conduct, and as such, I agree to treat all TNC employees and partners with dignity 
and respect. TNC may also provide me with other specific Policies and Procedures that will apply to 
my Activities, which I agree to read and with which I agree to comply.  

 
7. MEDIA AUTHORIZATION:  

I grant TNC permission to take photographs and video recordings of me and to display, publish, or 
otherwise use any photographs, audio/video recordings, or any other media associated with the 
Activities, including any media which contains my image or likeness, for any purpose at TNC’s sole 
discretion. Nachusa mainly uses these images in their annual reports, and the Friends of Nachusa 
Grasslands uses the photos in their annual reports, newsletters, and social media posts. I also 
consent to the use of my name in connection with such images. I release, indemnify, and hold 
harmless TNC and its officers, directors, agents, and employees from any and all claims which may 
result at any time by reason of the use of my image and name, including, without limitation, claims 
of privacy. My heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns shall be bound by this consent and 
release. 
 
The photographer will seek permission from volunteers before taking their photos, and volunteers 
have the right to decline. 

 
8. OVERNIGHT STAYS: In those cases where the activities involve me staying at a TNC property overnight, 

I agree to abide by such additional rules as may be set regarding safety on such occasions and/or 
the use of any facilities or equipment which may be involved in my stay. I understand that no drugs 
or excessive use of alcoholic beverages are allowed during any such stay, and that I may be asked to 
leave the property if suspected to be under the influence of any drugs or excessive use of alcoholic 
beverages. I also agree that, while staying in any housing which may be provided, I am and shall 
remain responsible for my actions and the results of those actions, including any losses or damages 
to the improvements or their contents, apart from reasonable wear and tear.  I further acknowledge 
that I have no right to stay overnight at any TNC property, except when explicitly authorized in 
writing by TNC to do so.  

 
9. VEHICLE USE: 

I hereby acknowledge that I have been granted permission to operate a company-owned or, leased 
vehicle for the purpose of conducting business for TNC. If I am required to operate a vehicle as part 

https://tnc.box.com/s/68apylr5801d1bvudf0skwjtg8t0jnsb
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of my volunteer service with TNC and use my personal vehicle for this purpose, I acknowledge the 
stipulations of this agreement also apply. Further, it is agreed that I will operate vehicles on behalf 
of the company in a safe manner. I agree to wear my seat belt whenever the vehicle assigned to me 
is in motion and will require other occupants to do so. I agree to be responsible for all traffic and 
parking violations that occur while the vehicle is assigned to me. I understand I am required to 
maintain a valid driver's license. 

 
10. PRESCRIBED FIRE AND WILDFIRES: I will not participate in any wildland fire operation unless and 

until I am familiar with and understand the objectives, strategies, and tactics for the operational 
period, and I understand my role during the wildland fire incident, including the actions I am to take 
in the event that the fire escapes control or otherwise deviates from the expected fire behavior. I 
agree to follow the instructions of the incident commander or burn leader and any supervisory 
personnel within my chain of command, prior to, during, and after each wildland fire operation. I 
have or have been issued adequate personal protective equipment, including Nomex-style clothing, 
hardhat and appropriate footwear, and I understand the use of this equipment. I understand that 
my participation in wildland fire operations may involve sustained strenuous physical activity. I am 
in good health and I am aware of no physical problem or condition which will limit or interfere with 
my ability to participate as a member of a fire crew under either predicted or emergency conditions.  
I am aware of and have completed the necessary training and additional requirements, including 
annual fireline safety refresher course and annual physical fitness test, to maintain my status as a 
volunteer firefighter under the Requirements and Guidelines set forth by the Conservancy, including 
compliance with the standards set by the National Wildfire Coordinating Group, where applicable.  
 

11. SUPERVISED PARTICIPANT IN PRESCRIBED FIRES: I will not participate as a supervised participant 
on any prescribed burn unless and until I fully understand the safety precautions I am responsible 
for taking, and I understand my role during the prescribed burn, including the actions I am to take in 
the event that the fire escapes control or otherwise deviates from the expected fire behavior. I 
understand that I must be under the supervision of a qualified firefighter (minimum RXCM 
according to the Requirements and Guidelines set forth by the Conservancy) (“Coach”) while 
participating in a prescribed burn, and under no circumstances am I to engage in any type of 
firefighting activities unless under the supervision of a Coach. In the event of a wildfire or escaped 
fire, I will not participate in suppression activities. I agree to follow the instructions of the burn 
leader and my Coach before, during, and after each prescribed burn. I have or have been issued 
adequate personal protective equipment, including Nomex-style clothing, hardhat and appropriate 
footwear, and I understand the use of this equipment. I understand that my participation in a 
prescribed burn may involve sustained strenuous physical activity. I am in good health and I am 
aware of no physical problem or condition which will limit or interfere with my ability to participate 
in a prescribed burn under either predicted or emergency conditions.  
 

12. OBSERVER OF PRESCRIBED FIRES: I will not participate as an observer on any prescribed burn unless 
and until I fully understand the safety precautions I am responsible for taking, and I understand my 
role during the prescribed burn, including the actions I am to take in the event that the fire escapes 
control or otherwise deviates from the expected fire behavior. I understand that I must be under 
the supervision of a qualified firefighter (minimum Type II Firefighter according to the Requirements 
and Guidelines set forth by the Conservancy) while observing a prescribed burn, or be so qualified 
myself, and under no circumstances am I to engage in any type of firefighting activities. I agree to 
follow the instructions of the burn leader and any firefighter assigned to accompany me prior to, 
during and after each prescribed burn. I have or have been issued adequate personal protective 
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equipment, including Nomex clothing, hardhat and appropriate footwear, and I understand the use 
of this equipment. I understand that my observation of a prescribed burn may involve moderately 
strenuous physical activity. I am in good health and I am aware of no physical problem or condition 
which will limit or interfere with my ability to observe the prescribed burn under either predicted or 
emergency conditions.  
 

13. ADDITIONAL AGREEMENTS: In the event my Activities include participating or observing in fire 
management activities, use of TNC vehicles, or TNC housing, or if there are additional requirements 
specific to the Activities, TNC may require me to sign Additional Agreements pertaining to those 
activities or housing arrangement. In the event of any conflict between this Agreement or any such 
Additional Agreement, the terms of the Additional Agreement shall prevail over any conflicting 
term(s) of this Agreement. 

 
14. This Agreement, along with any Additional Agreement, states the complete agreement of the 

parties and supersedes any prior or contemporaneous agreements, whether oral or written, with 
respect to its subject matter. This Agreement may not be amended or modified except in writing 
signed by an authorized representative of TNC and you. If any provision of this Agreement shall be 
held invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, then the validity, legality, and enforceability of the remaining 
provisions of this Agreement will not in any respect be affected or impaired thereby. This Agreement 
shall be construed and enforced in accordance with and governed by the laws of the state in which the 
majority of the Activities will take place. 

 
15. By signing below, I acknowledge that I have thoroughly read and understand this Agreement and that 

the statements I have made in it are all true, and that I am at least 18 years of age or, if I am not 18 
years of age, the signature and consent of my parent or legal guardian is included below. 

 
16. ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE APPROVAL: Signatures delivered by facsimile, portable document format 

(PDF), or email shall be fully binding and shall constitute originals. I acknowledge that by typing or 
electronically signing my name on this Agreement, I have (i) reviewed and agree to the Consent to 
Use Electronic Records and Signatures, and (ii) electronically signed the Agreement and agreed to its 
terms.   
 

Signature:___________________________________________ 
 
Name (Print):_________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact  

Name: ______________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Phone: _____________________________ 
 
Date:______________________ 
 
(continued on next page) 
 
 

https://tnc.box.com/s/pyw25t2xd9ton7bgbrucbbvum2ncmrml
https://tnc.box.com/s/pyw25t2xd9ton7bgbrucbbvum2ncmrml
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Consent for Participation by Minors or Persons Under a Guardianship 
 
 
Minor Volunteer Name: ______________________________________________________ 
 
I am the parent or legal guardian of the minor identified above, who has my permission to 
participate in volunteer activities for TNC under the terms described above. I make all of the 
representations and agree to all of the terms specified above with respect to my child's or ward's 
participation in these activities.  
 
Without placing any limitation on the foregoing provisions, I represent that I have legal authority to 
execute the photo permission for the above-named minor, of whom I am the parent/guardian, and I 
consent to and authorize the marketing, media, and publicity use by TNC, in the exercise of TNC’s 
sole discretion, of any photographs, video or audio taken of such minor while engaged in volunteer 
activities for TNC as described above. 
 
 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature:   _________________________________ 
 
Printed Name of Parent/Guardian:  _________________________________ 
 
Date Signed:     _________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 


